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ANTI E T A M.

DEDICATION OF THE NATIONAL CEMETERY.

YULL REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

ORATION OF HON. A. W.BRADFORD

THE DEDICATORY ODES AND MYMNS,

SPEECHES OF GOVERNORS GEARY AND FENTON

Btoy Etow Ktc,., Ktcsy Ete., Kto.

The Dedleation,
A #iand capable of :nc:!mnmoqnuu r elght hundred
rsuns wae ereoted noar the site of the monument.
t was draped with Amerlcan flags, and linng with
wroaths of lnurel, Around wis gathered at un early
pour an immense concourse of people from all parts of
the Union. Their patlence wae tried sorely, for il was
oo o'olock before the Presidential corege arrived
from the rallroad terminus, at Keedysville, three miles
froin the field, when minld tomultuous cheering, the
crunh of benss bande, atitl & present #arms from the
Penoeylvauin troope the distinguished gucsts nscend-
o the stand,

Piest came the President, snpported by Secroturles
Reward and Randall, followod '!j)‘ Becretaries MoCul-
Toch snd Waolles,

Than came the membors of the dif)lﬂr.uhr eorps, ancd
ihen the representatives of the varfons States,  Munn-
sylvanin was represented by Governor Geary anl
stafl; New York by Governor Fenton, Genernly 8haler,
Palmer, Oleott, Young and McMahon; Now Jersoy
by Governor M. L. Ward, General A. T\ A, Torbert,
Surgeon-Goneral Oakley, Horace N, Congar, Secre-
tary of State, Hon, William L. Diyton, Jt,, the Gover-
nor's Secrétary ; George A, Halsey, momber of Con-
groes, Maryland by Lhc Orator of the day, ex-Gaover-
nor Bradford, Governor Swann, Major-General Jobn
8. Berry, Hon, J. H, B, Latrobé and Brigadior-Gener-
ral Nellson, Connecticut was represonted by Gover-
nor Eoglieh, Geueral lngersoll and Colonel W, 8.
Charnly,

The following named represeutatives of foreirn
countries were presenti— :

Groat Britalo—Iraoels Clare Ford, Esq., Secretary
of Legation,

France—M, J. Boerthemy, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentinry, and the Viscount de Si.
Fertior, Beerelary of Legation

Rusela—Mr, Edward de Stoeckel, Envoy Estraordl-
nary and Minlster Plenipotentiary, and Mr, Waldemnr
de Bodixco, Secretary of Legation,

Spain—Senor Don i-‘ccum'fu Gonl, Envoy Extraordl-
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

1taly—The Chevaller Cerrutl, Envoy VExtraordinary
and Minister Plonipotentisry, saud M. Romeo Cantan-
galll, Bearelary of Legation,

Auetrin—Baron Frankensiein, Charge 4'Afilres,

Nicaragun and Honduras—Senor Don Luis Malinl ,
onvoy Extraordinary and Minlster Plempotentiary.

Mexjro—Senor Dot M. Romero, Eevoy Extraordi-
nary ahd Minister Plenipotentiary ; Senor Don Tgnacio
Mariseal, Seoretary of Legation, aud Senor Don Caye-
tano Romaero, Second Secretary,

Turkey—M. Blacque, Euvtﬂ Extraordinary and
Minieter Plonipotentiary; M. Balize, Secretary of Le-
gotion,

Governor Bullock, of Massachusetts, being unable
10 attend, that State was represented by tho fullm\'ln;;
ramed gentlemen :—Genersl Commanding, Adjutant-
General Cunningham ; General Willlam R, Lee, Brign-
dier-General Palfrey nnd Brigadier General Willinm
8. King, all of wiom were in the battle of Antietem.

The ceremonles were commenced by Governor
Bwann, who delivered a brief speech, as follows :—
Introductory Remnarks of Governor swann, of

Marylnnd, President of the Day.

Fellow Countrymen:—Before proceeding with the
f:rogramn\e. which hws been handed 10 me by the

ommitiee of Arrangemuents, it seemd appropriate
that as the official organ of the Siate of Maryland,
upen whose soll and with whose hearty co-operstion

¢ cemetery b been founded, I should extend a
cordinl welcome {o His Excellency, the President of
the United States, and biw Cabinet, the Governors of
our sister States, aud the distinguished gucsta who
have come toparticipate in the ceremonies of this
most nteresting oconslon,

Durlu&lhu administration of my immediate prede-
©cesor, the Arst appropristion was made by the Stute
of Maryland towards establisling a buriil place for
the dead who fell upon the battle-fiold of Autletam.

Ata a!:lms(}n:nt period the appropristion thus made
baving been Tound inndequate, upon the application
of the commissloners charged with this trast & fuvtlioy
sum was added, in roesponse to a communication made
by mo to the Legislature ifu this belialf, Murylsod
haviog thus done her share in prowviding a burial
place for these Drave and patriotic men, the co-opera-
tion of our sister States was invoked to Jend thelr ald
In throwing aronnd it a natlonal interest, and the
most Hberal contributions have been accordingly muide
b]y peariy all the States, in the removal of thelr dead,
the erection of monuments, and in addiog to the at-
tractiveness of this beautiful n};ul,. The work, 80 fir
&% it hns pruFrupud. ls now belore you,

The Mag which floats over us to-day le the flag of onr
Union, ke eword of battle has beon sheathed, The
tramp of contending armies, the embitterad strife of
fathor nguloet son and brother bgainst Lrother, o
Jouger résounds within our borders, The star of this
great Republic is again in the ascendant,. Tnthe ealm
sunghine of peace we are here to mingle our tears
with the survivors of the thustrions dend, who haye
sncrifided thelr lives for thelr country, and are sleep-
ini‘upou thys fleld,

AMay 1 oot In thie solemn hour, invoke the Interpo-
gition of Almighty God for s speedy restorstion of

harmony and brotherly love 1hr:m§:f1mu Lhig broad

Jand; und that North, Sonth, East and West, Isving
aelde the animosities of the past, we may stand to-
ether horeafier, and in all future time, ss oue people,

aving a common  origin, and bound together by a
common destiny. May this Unjon be perpetuas,

He wan greatly choercd at the conclusion of the
.br?"" "}dﬁ“& ¥ ouclnsion of th

€xt followed prayer, by Roev., Hiram Mavtison,
D. D, of New .lc{lqeyg 4 %

Then the following hymn, composed by Rev, Ed-

wWard Meyer, wae sung by the sseeinblnge :—
L Dedicntory Hlymn,
Writtem by the Rev, Edward Meyer, of Penneyiva-
ngﬁlale Chaplain in the armoy, and sung ot the dedi-
on of the Autletain Nativnul Cemotery, Septeme
ber 17, 1667, under the Jead of Willlum £, Mac.
Donongh, of New York, S
I Hundre!,
“Aguldnmn!" 0 Lord, our God,
Who evermore dost [srael keap,
Walered in teare, baptized in blood,
Thon givesi our beioved sleop.
1L
They cama at froedom'’s trumpet calt
Frum ball and cottage, fane aud dome,
Yentaring b, and 1ife, and il
For troib and right, for hoarth and home!
318
Thoneands of heroos it the dngt,
T]s}li:ll.uim, t.{n thy [‘:;iﬂlitlh field!
rice armed were they, with qoaarre 5
The Lord ihelr banner, sun ulnd llnlcll:{.“'
v

Lift high the eranite |='lmrr. for
: T all
Ilf\iml. foll where duty Aiimmoned them
eir country's suar-pommy fiae thelr [.::1"
A natlon wall thelr requeim) ==

Ve
O Lord, and shall they five
Those bones, the ::*:-}:*r r‘;‘-‘!s,lil,:u Lrife®
‘I'lz;?lrlt breathes upon thews ulnl: Tl
they ehnll lhr‘l; With endlous ilf{'.’
In l{lv‘ing htipe. l‘;\nn. we commiy
& proclous or Freed v
To Thes, till angels gather it, om g,
'rnnli‘lzumd 0 the urn of Heaven |
During the intervals there was muosle by |
The egrnar:amll‘w of the monument \;:-Ifa:c?ou}::;;ﬁ‘
to Masonic rites, ” 3
hil_;gunrnur Bradford thena deliverod the following
oratlon i—
Adilress of Ex«liovernor Bradfovd,

We have mel hore to-day, my counlrymen, on onp
of the most memorable of the battle-felds of our olyi]
war, and we stand upon o site selecied from tiwe
midst of it a8 au spproprisie resting-place for those
who he.u‘nld down theipdives ae n sncrlflos to the
cauee of frev government snd 8 national Union, We
have come It%hﬂ lustance of the trustecs, to whom
the subject bas begn more especially vominitred, to
dedieate, by some public and oMelal proceding, on

tils the annlversary of the battle, the upot 8o selected,
Lu:.‘“%. it s afready, with overy hlll around it, in

heart of the nation,
“‘;\o in this ceremony, the Preeident of the
Untted States, soveral members of Lis Cabinet, the

Chief Justico of the United States, members of the
Natlons! Leglelatare, Governors, or other distin-

gutahod ropresentatives of wost of (he Brates, whose
¢t T:nlhe army the Unlon, bave honored us
with tuelr pressuce, weaning, I am sure, for tbem-

relvos and thoeo they roprosenl, to express by thil
prosonce thelir mlﬂnmu,'-'tgruuum' 10 tha soldiern, {’.;‘"f
or dend, who eo nobly stood by them ls their durkes

ho&r“t;r i:,iﬂ; A company around me, and tuls vast

in front, 1 foal, as yon may well imagino, o
:}'::nf;'. 021. ut:;u. the m...,’.’,.u.uu, of the duty with
whieh T have been homorad, an honor for whteh [ um
donbiless chifefly tndebted to the aceldental clyenm-
piance that | was to some extent oMclally connedted
with the Infuatlon «f the Cemotery, so far at least na
the taleotion of ite aite was concerned, Whon, dl-
rectly after tho battle of Antletam, an order was is.
smod by the Executive of Maryland, retnming thanks
to the uMeers and men of the Unlon army, who had
so suceossfully expullod the Invader froam ounr Siate,
the Commanding General of that army, (o whom it
wne transmlitted, responded to it in terma that chal-
lenged aur attention,

Expreseing, on behalf of the Army of the Polomac,
thelr thanks for opr appreciation of thelr achleve-
menie, and thelr hopes that no Hebel army would
neain poliote var Stxte, he concluded by committing
to ue the remalne of thely gallant comrades who now
rested beneath ite goll, A commission so touchingly
confided 1o the people of the State, to say nothing of
the duty otherwise Incumbent on them, could never
become with them a subject of indiMeréncoe or neglect ;
and st tho first meeting, therefore, of thelr Kepree
senintives, In the Genornl Axsembly of January, 1504,
an st wae paesed anthorizing the parchase of a ‘l.-lri
of the battle-flold fur the reception of  Jta dead, and an
sppropriation of five thousand  dollare placed at the
ecommand of the Governor for that purpose. Directly
thereafier he vieited the ground, cxamined I, and
awfter cotisaltation with prominent citizens stlected
this #pot, embracing in ite view the most interosting
poluts of the feld of battle, ns the proper site for the
proposed comotery, Subseguent legisintion Iucreased
the State’s npproprintion (o Afteen thousand ddlines;
trusteer were appointed to superintend the work;
uther States cune generously forward 1o parcticipate
in the vudertaking, and by thelr gulted eflorts it is
hoped thal the cometory will bécome, in time, 8 plece
worthy the noble purpose to which we to-day devota
it, andl of the natlon to whom the charge of It should
proverly bulong,

In recurring to the events which, in connection with
this day's proceedings, scom to requite s briel notlee
at our fmrlt!u. it is n sthject of congratulation that we
oan survey themn al prosent from a stsndpoint which
ought tosecure for them a caln snd dispassionate cone
sideration. Thope influences of passion or polley which
{0 ropie extent aro slmost Inseparable feom sl Actounts
of milltary operations, prepared whilst the war jtself
18 raging, mre happlly, 1t i5 to be hoped, at an end; or
If any #till linger, they shonld find no place on snch
anoccasion ns thie. Yel, in reviewing the details of
the sanguinary conflict, to which we are about to refor,
we find some difficulty, with all the assistance that
established peace and the lapse of time have fur-
nished, to fix with propér historieal aceuracy some of
the faots immedintely connected with it, more espes
clully the 1'-ri:r:1m~ force of the Confenerate arny in that
action. The number of the Union army engaged
therein, computed as it bas been not only from official
records, but these records made up after smple time
bad ¢lapsged fof the correction of errors, may be conel-
dered ne anthentically established. It comprised
57,164 men of sll arms,

In regard to the Confederate force, the accounts are
muore conllicting, The Umioti commandaor, fo estinnt-
ing It at upwarde of 97,000 men, baslog his estimntes
ou all the information received from prisoners, de-
gerters and refogees, han probably oversinted the
number; whilst ou the other hand, our knowledge of
thosize of that army shortly before it crossed into
Muryland, wonld warrnut us ln saying that the strag.
gHng, to whith {ta commanders chiefly aseribe fis
enbrequent reduction, must have ¢xceeded all strag.
gling ever known in the history of nrmies, If, when it
reached Antietam, it nnmbered only 40,000,

Goneral Lee, I hellevo, in a report propared by him
a few daye after the netion, does sy that he went into
It with ouly that number; but fo that reckoning he
must undonbitedly have excluded the three divislons
which, under A. I', Hill, MceLaws and Walker, he had
several days before detached to differont points to aid
in the Investment of Harper's Ferry, that had not re-
turned At the commencement of the actionon the
morning of the 16th, put came in most opportunely to
bix eupport before it conclusion on the tollowing day.
This inference I8 rendered cortiin by other Southern
reconnts of the number engaged. Counfedornte his-
toriane and newspapers in those days, howaever, under
certain circomstunces might at times have attempted
to deceive us by an fuflated account of thelr military
power, but were by no means given tosuch an exag-
gerntion when the Dbattle was over, nud they were
summing op s incidents.

Yel o leading newspaper at Richmond, professin
to give, four days alterwards, anthentic particular o
the battle, declared that it was opened on the evening
of tho 16th of September, with all thelr avallable force,
00,000 etrong.” A later, and looking to the meins of
Information enjoyd, memhl o utill moke velisble nu-

thority, & Confederate Wistorian, who hus published
“A Sonthern History of the War,”" in describing the
battle of Antletam, slates that for half the day it was
fonghit on the Confederate side with “a foree of 45,-
000, and fur the remalning half *with no more thun
nn aggregate of 70,000 men.” 1 think, therefors, that
the discrepancies in the Conloderate acconn s of their
foree have beca the resnlt of the different periods of
the notion to which thoy have severally referred, some
having reeard to the time that preceded the arrival of
their divisious Mom the ne:;rh!mrhnmr} of the Ferry,
and others Incinding those divisions in thelr state.
ments. Al things, therefore, cansidered, and allow-
log for st portion of our force that ponld not take
l:u:‘l i the aotion, there conld not have been much dif-
eretipe 1o the elfective siy it of the two armies s but
iFreuch o difference did exist, und o Mmvor of the Unlon
drmy, it was more than compensated Lo the Confedes
rites not only by tholy choles of positions, but by other
infiuences which justice to all concerned requires us
now to conslder,

It mny be confidently afirmed that at no time doring
the progress of the Rebellion did the loyal haari of tha

conntry donbt fts uitimate vesult; yot it is equally cor-
tauin that there werg scisons when it quivered with
cmotion as 1 contemplated the regalts of partionlar
campiigue, or desponded for a moment at lﬁu'. parilal
fnllure of long cherighied expoditions. At no period of
the war ware such feelings more rife than durnng
the sipmner of 1562, In the early spring of that year
the Pendnsuln expel n had set forth, and the people
of the loyal States ed with anxious solicitudo to
ite repulle, and with chrnest hopes that i6 wonid re-
trieve the disasters of the preceding year and placy
thie Hebel capital at our command, In every move
ment of the army e that directlon, in all Itsa marches,
nll it toils, its victories and reverses, from Yorktown
1o Willlame burg, on tlie Chickahoming, at Fair Onks,
Gaines' MU, Malvern, and on the James, It nevertook
& #tap to front or rear that 1t did not carry with it by
an ingeparable sympathy the throbbing heart of the
}n:u ve. Bo high wrooght had become the popular
celing In that connection, that the alightest fndica=
ton of success or defedt o the movements of that army
exerted, for o time 0t least, an influence on the public
mnind entively disproportioned o any intrinsic import-
ance attached to it,

1t wns just when this excitement of the public pulse
WaE At ite hight, after wituessing the herole struggles
of that ariuy for ko many successive weeks, with hopes
and fears salternately predomiuating, that we wero
Euddenly stertled by the Information that transporis
were ¢conveying it back to the neighborhood of Wash-
mgton. The people did not pause to conslder whether
or how far ulterior ohjecta Justified that movement,
They enw only in it the confession that for the pre-
#ent Richmond was beyond our reach, Incldents cons
nected with It revenled 1o them, also, the fact—asire
misee in regard to which had ulready disturbed them—
that there was an unfortunate difference of opimon
botween the commanding General of that army snd
the powers that conirolled hlg movements, The
reluctanee with which he yielded ta the peremplory

arders for the change of his base of operations soon
became known, and ex¢lted criticiems unavoldabiy
injorions o their toudency. Our frionds did not care
1o Inguire—and certainiy ] shall not enter into no such
Inquiry to-day—who was right or who was wrong, it
was cnough, and bad enongh, o know that the Tiar-
mony which hind ones marked our military coanclls
had given place to ill-concenled mormurings and mis-
givinge, In this moody condition of the poblic mind
the Army of the Potomue, necessarily to some extont
Inflnenced by the same clroumstances, s ranks
thinned by thie cnsnalties of n serles of bhard-fought
batties, and epervated by the climitle lnfluences of
tho Peninsnla, reachod Aquia Creek and Alexandria
in the last week of :\ni.ril!!- .

Tlhe ogcnyrences which then awalied It were
Menrvoly of a charncter to make amends for recent dis-
Appointments, or 0 restore that well poised public
confldence which was becoming dnn reronaly  dis-
turbod,  Abont two months before thia period, the
anthorities at Washington, pathering up the national
forcos which had becn operating under severa] eom-
manders in the Valley and other parts of Northern

rginin, had massed nid reorganized them nnder the
name of the Army of Virginla, snd placed them under
the command of Major-General Pope, who had been
Culled from n Westarn departiment for the purpose,
Mmln‘mg that command, be commenced active mili-
:':::'{ Operations about the middle of July, His procia-

ﬁﬂ'i:;’i“’ih that oceaslon rang out #o chieenly and cons
""‘"'-Wyf-nbl((-m"f that the publie pricked up its ear, sud
BubstAy » n"“ L oy eriticlam of style, accepted the
than ma‘- & AU neaurance of & more vigorous pulley
Byslem of taeticy provalled, and as foroshadowing &
Hickinond, wo hd which, even If we failad before
where, ' VOuld cumpensate us with success else-

Lut an th
all the kﬂmxrlitghﬁm'
firsl reverse Wxnrrua

disappolutment nwaltad ns—
expretations thos exeited. Oor
Al Ladar Mountain, on the #th of

:r‘:g;l:t ﬁﬂ:&“"‘;’?'_c t dod by Genoral Baniks
Rebtul army under Jg ““.“ g‘“‘h"' viblonn of the

vaniagoons} Al aud Hill, most ad-
beraie. mm,wmwf".,;?f“umplhhiug' sl that
furced back with povire lops Thm

t aly with thi i v A t' ;:l.
AuovLaly w thia 3, nl, ¥ »
mae from the Jam«wﬂ?r:}ﬁu‘h: of the }’mo-
large portion of his o h 1o 0?

Jackeon, who was now i fromt of I':;.,“' [

petied the Intter fo sammencs s reicograde movamenit,
Widel sontinned from polpy e poiat patll he feachid
the IFstrict e,

Dorlng all ihe 1ast week of Angnut, Popo's Artay
was kepl In almost continnnl action, hilving little or
no tlme for refrediment or rest. Enguged Lhus avery
day, mithongh now sapportod to rome oxtont by a
part of the army now lrrhrlnl,; from  the Peninwila-
|'lln|:lnylnp} consplenons gallantry and ovinolug the
most lierole powers of enduranee, they were nevertha.
less geadonlly forced back by Lee's army, the greater
part of which hiad now arrived from Richmond, nntil
after o lust lneMecton effort on the old battle-flold of
Bull Run, in which fell that bean<ldesl of & soldior,
the gallant Kearpey—inint and footeere, on the 81 of
Beptember, they fell back within the fortifeations of
Washington.

You will not, 1 am gnre, a0 far misanderatand me as
to suppoee that in reforriog thus brlefly to the cam-
l'.‘l.;{?l of Genernl Pope, | have any design to critlvlse
f. 1 disclaim us well any snch power as sich a8 pur-
pose. W hetlior it falled through his funle or that of
others, or without fault anywhore, are guestions ree-
gatring far more skill lo military maseuavres, e well
1e A more acourate knowledge N? faete than | pretend
to poskoss, Nor Is the gaaee of the fallure at Al ma-
torinl ax regards is Infinapee. 1 advert to 1L o Lthis
conpection simply us one of thoee unfortanate antoce-
dents immedintely preceding the march of Lee into
Marviand which was calculated to exert A daprossing
infinence as well upon the pablle mind ae ou the spi-
rite of the army, on which alone we now depended to
h]nilllrl' i passage,

That srmy wan to be eomposed of what remained
of these two once formidable organizations, the Army
of the Potomac and the Army of Virginia, constltnted
each of them of malerinl botler than which the world
pever =aw, but returning slmultancously from the
fivlds of their recent operatlons with =ach heavy
lokges, no jaded and war-worn, so keenly sensitive, ns
we may well suppose, to thie disappointments the
conntry might frrr‘ in the hopes furmed of thelr achieye.
meuls, thut In the new and and formidable Invasion
they were #o siiddenly called on to répel, nothing bat
the stornest senve of patriotle duty, and the most de-
termined devotlon to the great ennse for which they
bad ulready sacrificed so much, cotld have possibly
suktained them.

In that trying honr the proviglon to be made wias
for the reorganization of these shinttered avmies, and
the selection of n commandar whe could aceomnlisl it
and then Iead the noited host.  Whatever doubt the
government authorities, or auy of them, or the people
of the conntry, or any part of them, might then or
ginee have entertained of the military abllities of
General MeClelinn, there wers fow then, sand pro-
bnbly still fewer to-day, who, in the exigency then ex-
exikting, would question the wisdom of the order that
committed him to this command. HHis servicos in a
ke capacity, and under clrcnimstances so strikingly
simllnr, that the coincidence 1g worty of note, must
have been fresh in the recollection of both government
and people.

At the time of our earliest great disaster, the Arst
battle of Bull Huw, he was comducting aclive opera-
tions in West Virginia, snd the very day after that
unfortupate affalr, o telegram from the President,
directing him to turn over his comnmand to another,
sommoned him o Washington, Placed thete by the
Prosident's order, In ¢hiel command, he was, (n less
than a week after that reverse, bringing order ont of
the confueion which for a while prevailed, Now other
disasterd culminating on the same unfortunate field,
demanded again the service of s eoldier who, possess-
Ing the gkill to reorganize onr broken columns, conld
w0 commupnd thele confldence asto Ingpire them with
the enthusinsm necessary fl_liF-L'l (lenster, Thit the
Admiunisteation, withoul any disparagement to other
dietingnished leaders, chose the right man for anch an
Einll.'!“:"lit"\'. few, I repeat, will at this day veuture to
geny,

Tiut lttle time remained fop |'rra-l'.m'n'r.1un. Lea and
his army, exhilnrated ot the thought thal their long
beleaguered Capltal was at lengih relieved, encou-
raged by thelr recent shccesses noar Manassas, and
stimminted by the 1lmrp|fcl of the rich supplies which
here snd nlong the fertile Cumberland Valley awaited
their approach, had, by rapid marching, within four
dnyw after Pope's army retired within the Washington
intrenchments, crossed the Potomac aud encamped
aronnd Frederlck city.

MeClellan, reorganiziog as lie marched, set forth to
intercept Lim, embarrassed all the time by the doubts
which enveloped Lee's designg, Mlly alive to the va-
rione vital interests involved in them; compelled for
the time to turn his back upon Washington, and yet
well aware and frequently reminded that, after all,
that might be Lee's objective palnt, and his move-
ments in other direetions meant ouly ne u felnt : with
the Capital of Pennsylvauin sand lﬂu emporinm of
Muryland both menaced byjthe enemy, and the eitizens
of each watehing with nuxious concern MeClellan's
movements, with the mutanl apprehension that the
conrge of his march might g0 far uncover their several
citie= as to open the way for Lee's approachi,

We may imagine to-duy, Ihml-..'ll even now pan
soarcely nppreciate the responsibilities of the Union
commander, and understand some of the rensons for
whit, in the nervous suxlety of that moment, might
have been considered by some as too tardy A pursuit,
Hue was, however, on the right track. The van of his
army rancheid Pradariek oo the 12th of Septembor,
Lee, with the greater part of his commaud, having lett
It two days Leture,

Here, before fol.owing the subsequent movements of
thes=e armles, nllow me to revert briefly Lo the recep-
tion that awnaited them, respecilvely, on this new
theatre of the war, on the wvorth of the Potomac,
Subseqnently, In the course of ita progress, Rebel raids
and invaslons were matters of frequent occurfence,
and emmo Lo be regarded by us ns & thingof course,
whenever onr usual summer drought reduced the river
to a fordable conditlon, This, however, was our first
hostile wnvasion, and on that snd other accounts was
regtirded by the people of the country, and eapecially
of thig State, with absorbing interest and auxioty,

The loyal citizens of the North had been tanght to
believe that the loynlty of Maryland had nt best but
an apochiryphal existence; that as a patriotic and
#ponisueons impnlse it was limited to a few, whilst as
regarded the ﬁm"t body of out people, it was bot o
protended aud soperficial display, fndoced chiefly by
the presepce of the uationpl Torces, So confident in
the early wtages of the Rebellion had been the appeals
of our Seces=lonists, so exorbitant their cluims to an
assumed socln) and commercial imporiance, and so
clamorows thelr denunciations of what they denomi-
neted an odlons Federal ban, forcing the asetlon of the
yeople luto a chanuel contrary to its patural nelloa-
tiom, that there seemed for o time some excuse loy
#such an opinion ; and & few even of our own citizens
who had not watched that strong patriotic undercur-
rent on which, 88 on s full mountain stream, the
masses of onr peopls were from the first borne on-
ward, caituo somellmes themeelves to the relunctant
conclusion thut the ontside estimate of our lovally
might possitily bo true, i -

General Lee, donbtless contiding in the same repre.
eentations, only more highly exagperated, chaoced to
solect ne favorable n moment for himself 88 possible,
for ‘muin;; theee theories to the test, Tosay nothiug
of the despondency slreads noticed, resulting from
recent disappointments, a procers had jost commenced
botter calculated than anything thut hnd yet oceurred
to awaken tho people of (he country to a practical
sense of the grim reulities of war, ’I'Kc Prealdent, on
the 1&gt of July, having lssued a call for throe hundred
thongand volunteers, followed it on the 4th of August
with an order for the draft of 4 llke pumber of militia,
The prelimiunry detsils for that draft had been Just
tompleted, and the enrolling officers sent forth on
their misslon, as Lee made his appearance north of
the Potomac. The order for & drafi bad something
startling In the ideas It suggested ; no one who wis
subiect to the process had ever wituessed is nll:‘;.llcu-
tion ; the country had only a kind of traditional know-
ledee of the charncter of the proceeding, all the more
exciting for 1s very vaguoness.

It wae In this condition of things that Lee campoed
bis prmy about Frederick, and none knew betier than
himsoll how to take advantage of It. Appointing ns
Provost Marshal of that city a former résident, who
having once been n person of some politicnal influence,
had fn the early days of the Reballion attached him-
gell to Its fortanes, and observing the most forapu-
lons forbenrance towards the citfzens, he next issned
o them u pruclamation, every sgntence uf which was
studiously adapiod (o thelr suppused tastes and politl-
cal pymphthics, and which, 'ﬂ the facts had corres-
;mndqtl with the suggestions of Southern sympathizors
and Northern skeptics, wonld have bronght them in
crowds to the Conlederate standard.

It expressed the deepest sympathy for the “@ronge
aud outrages” thoy had suffored ; it reminded them of
the abligations thit bound them 1o the Sauth, by “the
atrongest gocial, political and commercial tes;" it de-
picted the profound mdlguation of their sister States at
the spectacle they presonted of ‘' con tiered pios
vinece ;" it appealed to thelr Staw pride, alluded to "ihe
military nsurpations of armod sirangers,” Lhe arreat
und Imprisonment of thelr citizens, and “the Mithful
and manly protest” made against such outrages by &

vonerable and llusirions jorist, who belng & former
citizen of this town, waas known to be held by “'hf:;‘
habitanis o high respect and esteom, Thenr 7

ing them that the people of Muryland possessed &
spirit too lofty to submit to snch & government, h’ﬂ:‘:
them to understand, that the Conipderate ara:&wl;
come Among them to ald them in “throwin their
furélgn yoke,” and all that was pocessary Wil 1t
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with a Federal druft and nwaiting onl opportunlty
to ascape aud throw themaslves fulo tho lrlgl of their

Bouthiern friendst apportn
How did they re to this e, whd
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these eloguent A A Confedernte
seams (o ‘u?tn ncr::ompl.nhd uﬂflliou. nt:li. gnwn

wince writien an aceount af )

3 ' tnent that swalted
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he tells ns* w&. ¥, _"..""!' rushed Iuto

o, oot
" nuot aa frionds, enembes ;
E:' h;';m":lm Union; and the geners! senil-
meu’fwu w!:ull wenrers of Lhe gray, the patriots lo
blue sre coming.'”  When they (il come, who that
saw can ever furgel? ‘What heart that even now dovs
DUt Hurob the 9 a8 it remembers the

from \he dugged, moody, scowling and stifled condi-
tion In winch the presemes of the Canfedesates had
for wor daye Kept that people tortured, to the oot
burst ol Joyoim, enthisiastie, exuberant nnd frre-
pressibile loyaity thal rng oot from eellar 1o bouse-
top ax the Boys In bine passed on wpon thele pear,

All miong their wiy, whenever they appesred In the
fownm or amuong the ing onbine af the monniaine, np
went the natlons] banver—hid nway, some of them,
until this day; many, doubtiess, Improvised for the
occasion, and exadiing tribate, | dure wiy, of many o
discarded ribbon and threadbare wonpper,  Some-
thmes faded and soiled it may have been, and uttorly
regnrdless of the proporthons reqrieed by arms regn-
Intlons, bul every stripa pud every slur were thore )
and, bollor still, every hoar! that bént bouneath it was
overpowaringly fall of the snmoe canse of which it was
the symbal

Yot to this day, with that and every other oridenl—
and Lhat was oeliher the fest por st —by which
Marylaumd loyalty was testod, there are those whao still
make it the suldect of no ungeuerons sticer. 1 nm
happy, howover, to bhellove thst it never comoes from
that gallant host that accompaniod her sons Lo Lhe
fleld, but nenally from those whose well-calealated
distance from the sdene of confict pinced them as (ar
out ol the rench of Information as of danger,

When Lee evaounted Frederick, on the 10th  of
September, directing hia course toward this county, hs
danbtiess suppoesd that the retleent policy sand
pirategle mancenvees he had thus far 80 suecesalylly
parened  would et have 1ts  Inflnence on MeClellan's
movoments, loaving him in doabt as to where the
threntenced blow would witimnately fall; but, by one of
thoso rare oconrrences which some may call nocident,
and others a spoeisl Providence, there fell into Me-
Clellan's hands, on the day of bis arrival at Frederick,
neopy of Lee's order of match, dated the day before
Lie feft that city, and negligoutly left thero by one of
iis wfflgers. Thistold the whole story of bis contem-
plated movements, and povzessed of that information,
a now vigor was infuged into the Unlon host,

Directing the corpe of General Mansileld towards
st Valley, that 1t might, IF possible; reach sud
ve Tlarpers Ferry beforo It should be eaptured by
the foree Lee hind detachod for the purpose, MeClellan
with the main bhody of the Union army, moved for-
ward towards the South Mountain, on the track Lee
hnd himse!f taken. The Iatter having already paseed
ouward wward Doonsbore’ and Hugerstown, hearing,
onthe evening of the 18th, that MeClellan was push-
ing on by the way of Turner’s Gap, and sarprised, no
donbt, at the unwonted vigor and rapidity of his pre-
fent movements—feeling, 100, that unless his progress
conld be arrested his own well concerted plans might
be frunteated, sent back I snd Longstreet, with the
greater portion of their eommands, to eheck him it
that monntain pass, Heaching its crestin advance of
the Union army, itls easy to poccelve how evena
smnller farce than thege two leaders then communded
cotld, with the sdyvantage which their position se-
cured, hold iu check for a time our Advancing eolnmn,
struggling up Ita eastern plope ; but our men, though
sure to encounter o murderous fire from Lhe ridpes
around themy, were not to be long arrested in thelr
progross,

Pushing up the crages steep, they forced back sten
by elep the Confederate riflemen, who weore nsaalling
them (rom behind trees and stone fences, and as the
1ast rays of the setting sun fell upon the Union ban-
ner, it was flonting triomphant on the summit of the
ridge. It cost us, however, fiffeen bundred of the
flower of our wrmy, includiog the ekilfal and vilisnt
Gieneral Heuo, who, with the advance throughont the
day, wae killed just before ita close, whilst reconnois
tering in front,

The morning of the 18th dawned npon the Unlon
army the fole aceupants of the mountaliu, thy Conlade-
riated Huvine retired during the night, and Me(lellan,
restuning his march halted that afierncon on the east
bauk of the Antiotnm. The evening was passed in
assigning positions to his several corpe, posting his
batterios and making prepacations for crossing next
morning, Lee, having previously reached and crossed
the sticam, had secured the cholee of positions, an ad-
vantags which he did not fall to lmprove. A telegram
from President Lincoln, dated at Washington abonl
the bour that MeClellan resached the Antlotam, con-
veved to him the President's last command in Mr,
Lincoln’s own earnest and senteutious style. It merely
enid:—"'God bless yon, and all with you, Destroy the
Rebel army if possible.” With this parting benedic-
tion they bivouacked that night on the eastern bank
of the stream,

On the morning of the 16th, the Rebe! batteries, or-
cupying commauding positions ou these varions
hights upon this side of the ereek, opened fire upon
our ranks, but with how Httle effect may be inferred
from the acconnt ol Genernl Hill, who, in s suibsequent
report of the action, descrives it ns the ‘‘most melan-
choly farce of the war," they belog unable, hesays, Lo
cope with the “Yankee guue,”

After some little delay, required to make an alters-
tion of the position of some of the troopes, General
Hookor, who had becn intrusted with the daty of
turning the encmy's left flank, crossed his command
by an upper ford, and not long afterwards encoun-
tered the troops of General Hood, who, inanticlpn.
tion of our movement, had been travsferced from e
enemy’s right wing to his left, to strengthen that part
of his lipe, It wid nearly dack before the troops of
Hookey and Ilgod met, and after n brief but splrited
contest, in which the IMtunsylvanin Iesesves, ansley
Genersl Mende, opened the actlon, the Confederate
advance was forced back, when pight intervening, the
conbatants rested on their nrms 50 near together that
it {s sald some of the rlckew of the two lines uncone
seionsly intenmingled.

The battle of the 17th opened nt the dawn of day,
ou the epot whers the skirmlsh of the previous even-
ing had closed, Each side seems to have looked to
thls point as the one to be particularly strengthened,
aud a8 though anticipating ihe remendons strugele
of which it wns to be the centre,  Genoral Maunsfeld's
Corpe, componed of tho two divisions of Gens, Green
and Willinms had crossed over in the night, snd taken
post & mile to the rear of General Hooker, whilst on
the Confederate side Genoral Jackson had bronght
oue of his divislons to the front, and substituting two
af hig brigades for those of Hoods, that had suffored
from the engigement of the prévious evenlng, placed
the othier—the old Stonewall Division—in reserve in
the woods on the west of the Hagerstown road.

I the whole bistory of the battle-flelds of the Re-
bellion, it wonld he, perhaps, dificult to find a epot
which, for an entire day, wig neeailed and defended
with such persevering, ubstinate, and concentrated
valor, #s the one to which I hiow refer, embracing the
ground ou both sides of the ronds just mentionad,
gud lu close proximity to yonder little chureh, that
uestles now o guietly in the margin of the woods,

From early dawn till dark the conflict surged and
gwelled acroes It {n one continual tide, advancing aud
receding nerelnforoements from the one side or the
otber came Lo the support of thelr comrades, TL was
opened on our side w‘lh the three divisions of Generals
Meade, Douobledny and Ricketts, forming General
Hooker's Corps, who, after an hour of fearfil earnage,
succecded in driving back Jackson's advanced lne,
Bufore, however, thelr exulting cheers had falrly
ceared, they were themselves compelled to retire be-
fore his veteran reserves, that now came to his relief,
supported by Hill's Division and Hood's refreshed
brigades, The corps of General Mansfield cumlnﬁ
next to obr support, relnforeed the shattared comman
of Hooker, and, recovering the ground that had been
lost, swept onwards again to the road aud gclzed a
corner of the woods beyond.

Agaip, however, olir tepnre-was bot temporary,
both our Corpa Commanders had fallen, the veleran
Muansfleld and the intrepld Hooker—the aue mortally,
the other wrr' painfully wounded—and thelr com.
mands, fearfully thinned, were apain forced to fall
back, whon just ns they were vetiring, two divisions of
General Surmner's Corps, coming freah upon the fleld,
hurled back once more the Rebel lue, and held for a
time definitive possession of the woods about the lit-
tle church. ‘The divislons of General Richardson sod
French fulling sbout this time to the support of Sum-
ner, pushed vallantly to the (ront, and the tide of bal-
tle was once more flooding ln our favor, when Just ax
victory seemed within our grasp, two freeh Confeile-
rate divisions, under MeLaws and Wilkor, the one
Just nrrived from llnrror‘u TFerry and the other de-
tached from their right wing, turned again for ‘u
time the fortnues of the day, aud once more drove
back our tottering Jine over that hard-fonght fleld,

Two other of our divislon commanders boen
now 108t to ue, the lamented Richardson and the herole
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Genernl BSedgwick, the former falliug mortally
wonnded, sod the latter, though wounded several
thmes, sttt struggling to keop the deld. To and fro thes

contust hnd now kwnyed for seven hourn; it was afters
noon, snd the combatants ltugdlu it were, nb buy,
e o sl o
but doubtinl of thelr a v y

Now, most opportunely, appenred another nuxi-
liary on the &cene, and we ansy imaglue the tumul-
tiuoia joy that reanimsted our exluul(pd :ruut\: ”J
turning belr eyes toward yonder creek, they behel
two dnlnioul of Gooeral Fraoklin's Corps freshl
arrived from Pleazant Valley, and hastening forwar
to thelr support.  Under thelr fallmt leaders, Slocum
and Smith, they swept ouward in & realitiess charge
ranuing and u:mnrll:’a‘ ae thoy ran, They dashe
across Lhat down-trodden corn fleld, cloared the woods
of their Confederate occupsnts, and at last hold
fins) possesslon of the ground «o often jost and wou,

T
L N ight hor eourso bognn, and over Eleavon,

r velng darkoess, gratoful truce niposed,
And wilvsce v the odious din of war"

On the extreme left ol our line the Nintkh Army
Corps, under General Buroelde, ogenpled, during the
farenoon, ke left bank of the Antletum, pear o
lower br'ldgu. wilting o favorable opportuuity loe
forcing n pussage. The precipiions charnctor of the
baoks o the creek al that point, aud the advantageong

wition secnred by the ensmy's butlerics along these
Bighla to the west of 1L, postponod, It would seem,
that opportunity until about one o'clock; bhat at that
bour & gallant charge of the Fifty-Aret New York and
Fifiy-first Peunsylvinia Hegimenta earriod the hrid;Lc,
snd, croming by that sud a neighboring ford, the
whole corps crossed over,

Afterwirds ansailing yonder hights, from which &
Rebel b.ll.il!r{ had been potring apon them o soustant
sud destructive fire, they succosided ln lllilud]lll! tho

enwiny ; aud I8 1s sald that some of thelr lug

forew mearty refohed the villyge, Bt Merv, a8 on our
right, vietory seetel] to vibrale,

AL T ML, with los iiwlshody, by s tapld mnpob fiom
Harper's Ferry, which he ottt wmorning, reaclind
the proomd in the siterooon, sud joiniog Wi oormmand
10the Hebol right wiug, thelr nnited efforis drove
baek ‘our troops o thelr advaucnd position, bmt
ruliying with apiedy s snpported by our batteries on
the vastern. bank of the eieok, thoy, after desperate
fAghting, in which Genoral Rodmau, one of tielr divi-
Elun commupders, Tell mortally wonnded, were enabled
a1l to ronintain thelr sland upon (e westorn shore,
whiist the Hebels foll back to the hights ne dnrkpess
chired the duy

The bridge has boen known in the nelghborhood
ever dinge Uie battle ar the Barnside Bridice, which
unme, for (W pustoral as well as patriotic significatise,
it will probably retaln forevor,

Thne ended, only for want of light 1o pursue It
ferthier, & battle that hnd raged for nearly fonrteen
honr nd which, beyond donbt, wis the fercest and
bloodiest of the war, Twelve thonseud of onr desd
nd wonnded wareiors and sl ledst a4 many more of
the enemy lay strotehed npon the gold

I have, of conrse, not ventnred to attempt more
than the moerest outline of gome of the most promibent
pownts of the sction, TO note the movements of tLhe
viarious divielone, brigades nnd  regiments, thelr
marcher, muoenvees and eomblontlogs, wnd the
uames of the ofMeera who led tham, even I 1 poteessod
the inlormation vecessary for the purposs, nod that
would Insure Im-ﬂ‘:mnul dolug Injastics to any, would
fnr exceod the 1imils permitted 1o suoh an address,

I should rejojes to Ue able to refer hy name (o every
man who that day did his duty, from the genoral-ln-
chlef to the humblest snbordinnte in the Muks, but [
Liave the satlsfaction of knowing that they are ail re-
gintered elsewhere, and that nelther thelf names not
deeds me dependent on this epliemoral recori,

Viewing thero hills and valleva as wo do to-day, in
the finll Toxuriance of their sutamnal beauty, restored
by the Indomitable energy of thelr thelfty population,
to the condition they presented before hostile armies
sclected them s the thestre of thelr cotitest, aud thon
cnllngup to memory or Imagluation the spoctacle
they exbibited when thut contest clpsed, and the har-
vest of deatl 1ay heaped In hortdd swilhs all aver
their undulating surface—and how [mmpressive, almont
appaling, 18 the senge of the deatruction which n few
brief hours had accomplished,

The day before the battle this reglon—one of the
most beautifml and prodoctive of the State, in 108 ue-
chards and meadowns, corn flelds and pustare, wood-
Innd und water conrses—presented

YA happy rural meat of various view"

thal Alled the eyve of the visitor with delieght, inferior
only tothat of the happy husbandmen, (ts owners,
They, thus far knowlug lttle of war save by = dis.
tant echoes, awoke on the morning of the 17th df Sep-
tember, 1562, to all its dread realities.

“Hark to that roar, whoso ewift and deafining peals

In countless echoes through the monntsins riog;

Now swolls the Intormingling din g the {ur.
Froquent und frightful, of the bursting bomb
The fulling treo, the shirick, the grogan, thie shout,
The conscless clangor, and the rash of mirm
1 rigte with rage!  Lowd apd maore loud
The discord growe, Hll pale Deatly sluits the seena,
And ¢'er the eonspueror and the cogyuered drawe
His cold sud bloody shroud!™

Pt let us pass from this melancholy retrospect to
the more agreeible contemplation of the tribate due
to the yaliant dend that Iie hers now at rest srownd
us, The posthumous honors rendered to departed
patriots are commended to ns by the example of the
noblest untions of antiquity, and ave prompted by
those impulses of the human beart which, fuall ages,
seck to perpetunte some record or reminlscende of the
good and the brave, In the best duys of the republics
of old these mortuary obeervances were [ar more fre-
quent and impressive than in modern tiines ; they not
only embalmed the bodies of thelr warriors and statos-
men, but thelr fonoral cersmounies, the eulogics pro-
noupnced over them, and the monuments erected fo
thelr memory, were recognized as of national oblign-
tion. Thelr exploits were chironicled and eiabornted
by the poets and orators of thelr nation, and have
been handed down to the yim.-wm day s a classle
theme, on which the youthfu! mind stiil delights o
dwell.

It was a cnstom wilh the Athenians to appoiul avery
year a time for the observance of solemn faneral rites
over the remalins of thelr heroes who had failen during
the year; their boues were collected together; their
friends were invited (o be present ; thelr remains were
decorated as the fancy or aflection of those friends
might suggest, and after three days thus employed
these remnnngs of mortality were carried in solemn
funeral pomp to a public temple prepared for their re-
ception, Nor were they forgotien whose moldering
furme it had been impossible to recover: for them, or
In memory of them, an empty bier, the most gorgeons
in the procession, was especially dedicated, and a
fepulelire, situated io the costllest subuch of the feity,
‘re].-lr!w.-d the sumptuons coffing, the emply and the
ull.

We have a8 vel established no such national anni-
verearies, nor provided any such gorgeouns pageautry.
Nostorted urn or cypress coflin may contain the re-
maions of otr suldiors dead : mun{ of them, doubtiess,
huve never yet beon gathered within avy recognised
comotery, and still octupy the shallow grave on tha
marghin of the battlo-Anid, or near some hospital pite,
thadr 1ast resting place probibly altogether ||umatrud
or If marked sy all;only {hy a ronghetake, and oceasion-
ally & fow rude lettend; but whutever be its condition, or
wherever it may be—on the banks of the Mississippi,
or among the mountaius of Penpsylvania, in the mo-
IHESON of the Chickahominy, or in this gquiet and well-
orderod cemetery—Greoce nor Rome, in thelr paimiest
days, never offured up costlier sacriflicos in the cause
of human fredom than “the hearts once pregoant
'u-irh1 celesiial tire” which those rade sepulolires en.
tomb,

In snclent times it wns undonbiedly true, especially
as regarded Lhe honore to living men—and probably
no age may be anltogether exempt from the Imputa-
tiou—that In the costly stitnes erected to, and the
munificent ovations showered upon the snocessiul
roldler or accomplished. statesman, thers lurked not
lmfrc:&m-ull_\' some pereonnl cousideration mingling
with the motives that t-\ngg‘«ued them. Sometimes it
was fear that prompted the timid thus to propitiate
tho wrath of the powerful, Somelimes it was & eer-
vile ndolation that, iy the time-serviug, sought by
guch means to seoure n recompense in the shispe of
other ionors or emoliments to be reciprocated,

It was doubtless the knowledge of such corrnption,
and an appreciation of the motives that should con-
trol such memaorinle, that prompted Cato, when once
neked by s frlend why no statnes had boen orected to
lain, whflu Rome was crowded with #0 many others,
to reply as he did, that bho had much rather his coun-

trymen shionld 1pguire why he bad o stutues than
why he hud ang; but the characler and cireumstances
of the honors we are here to render to oar patriot
deud, not only vindicate thelr motive, but in the mo-
tive lself is found the very germ of the howor wa
would confer, Lot stutues or monnments to the living
or the dead Lower ever go hi{ﬁh. the true honor, alter
all, is not in the polished tablet or towering column,
but in that pure, spontavecns and unaffected geati-
titude and devotion of the people, that enshrines the
memory of the honored one in the heart, and trang-
mils it from age to age, lung after such costly strace
tures have disappeared.

The only honor accordad to Militiades, the greal de-

painted by order of ita citlzens, at the hoad of the
otlier nine commanders of the herole ten thousand,
snimating Lils followers to the attdaek of the hostile
force, which ontnumbered them fen 1o cane, And yet
that simple painting, preserved in the affoctions o-
snecending generations, existed for centuries thores
after, while the three hundred statues which in 8 later
aud corrupter nge, were erecled by the same poople in
honor of Dometriue were all demolished, even in his
lifetime,

Thus in our hearts would wa enshrine the momo
of the Unlon soldier, Generations yet unborn aball
reconnt o their oftepring the history of thelr valor,
and Jong after bepss aud marble have crumbled into
dust, ehall their nuwes be preserved, as the men who
perlehed 1o perpetuale what thelr fathors had so
struggled to eatablish, this Heaven-appointed govern-
ment of popular freedom.

A sepulchre, as I have sald, was fommerly prepared
fur the heroes of anclont Groece in Lhe most ¢on-
apleuous snburb of their cities. This custom, how:
ever, had one memorable exception, and for which
this day's ltallsmullhﬁ; :]-u the neld of Autietam furnish

n appropriate parallel
. Su{- wgu thie 'uxlmrdiuur,! valor displayed by those
who fell ﬂghtln*lﬁnlmt the Persian hont on the mo-
morable battle-tleld of Marathon, that the Atheninns
determined that thelr sepulchre should be separated
aud distingunished from those of their othor heroes.
The most honorable distinetion they counld suggest
was to bury them on the flield where thoy had fallen;
nnd thus this Hitle marshy plain, immostalized by this
battle of more thau two thonsind years ago, was
polnted oul to suceeoding ages by the lofly mound
aronnd which many = tourist has gince logered, and
which 10 this duy marks the spol where the Athenlan
herces fell,
May oot imagioation, ae It seoks to portray the
future of this great Americun Hepublle, withoot auny
overstralmug of Its powers, see the coming tme—
distant it possibly may be, but none the less a«irublo
or certam—whan hot sons from every Stato shall seak
this httle hamlet for its hallowed memories of the
piist, and comimg [rom the Sonthas well a8 the North
reunited In fact as well a8 theory, in affection as well
ap formality, shall stand hore together as pligrimas at
n COmmon n.ﬁrhw, and forgeitdng the fouds of th paat,
aru only the mlghty powors which thelr results de-
veloped, mutnally admil, as they appeal to the recards
of this feld, thal they have sprung fram the same
#loek, are united in the same distiny, entitlod to the
pamo respect, and anlnated by the same herole and
patriotle impnlses,

Thin day m'l conntrymen, the 17ih of Septembior,
Lajpaua Yoo the annivorunry of Another event It ouy
pr;ui ‘l?.l gy m.! l{ “"Ef "'"hlgn%""
whic ay more ular e OTLr 1.
Iu some respects 1L 18 so lutlmately conuectod with
the associntions which the occasion euggests, that it
is scarcely proper that i shunld pass withont notine,

3y wis upon tule day, eighty years ago, thai L ro-

livorer of Athens, was to be represented io a pletnre,*

e
—
presantatiyes of our phesogps, Wit Washington ab
their -hond, kiter four O s dali oyl bon, a‘dupt(‘d
II‘:E:;CI ¥ r:“:mﬁ.lu l.éclunll“'ll.lull, AN lusiratieos as romnrk-
it eI LA Ces Tt O
the wondertul pl(‘]'n"l‘ﬂg whialy 'mmnmh m :{: {'u:
the reverence with whic fronn aieral o genera-
thon It hak hoen Bsunded dawi o ne, Lhat thare has
probably been no record of m like o racier which
exerted po nportant an lulynues i e bistory of n
l;u'\:l.'jllliltl‘hl; of the 11ée niid proeress of B pedpie
e politiesl conditlon nf!hr conntey ul the u' o of
e ndoption, In some of Iis Mpecty, wad Wol u“n}mlg
the present.  We had jnst conciided o Wi npan 1,11.
e of which doponded the existence of e ;uum:i
That war, eotibinod with other clrcumsiineos, uas u,&

(o the formation of pattics =0 widel Adiffe
pome ol thelr theories of ‘:““""”I""Et, “]l?n ﬂll.’l;
semed but lirtle hope of enmstruogin it npon auy

il on which the two extrenes woald s+
i, 2 ror unite.
pun one slde polition! ienders wore sty
ll:’h [ -|r]0hr and eonsolldated 8% 1o sstab-
almost the governments of the Siates, whil
other were those who were for 1;1-.»...{111"“:;,0?"&:
with all substastial autharity, snd mnk’mf the Tl
en

#1' werntmeit, lguoring

governmenl litte more than thelr geteral

Theeo lesders—honest, donbiless, sil of them, In
thelr opinieas—had, by thelr eoutinanl discasslon tnm]
the widely different slawn they promuleated, brought
the country to a eritical condition, aud NHed the minds
of 1td mont reflgcting people with serlons fars that the
grent results of the war wonld be swept sway by these
jurting elements,

In congequence alone of thess dissussions. and the

mutual Jealonslea and saspieious the etigenderad,
four years elapsed nfier the close of lﬁu war belure
any convent cauld be proeured, eliber fiom Congross
or the Btates, for the assombling of a Constititfonal
Covvention, and with the ackoowledged imporfestions
of the exieting artioles of confederation, and anidst
the most dishearteninge embarrasements, the resnlt
chiefly of those Imperfoctions, the egiintry stagsered
along na_ bost {1t conld without eithor an’ sxequtive or
Jndicial departinent,
Then atl Inet theie assenibled that iHostrions body
of statesmen that feamed the Constitntion undor
which we live, They represented, nndonbtedly, ron-
stituents malniuinivg each of the governinents to
which I have adverted ; hut, mindfal of *the condition
of the country, resolved, If poseible, to rescua (4, and
with this noble purpose, realsting the impationt bee
hesls of party, they renounced the nltrbam which
distingnished both the consolidation and State riglits
echiools, nnd provided  government which go fndi-
ciously combined the two principles, and so distinetly
arslgned to each ite proper aphere, that the moderatc
And reflecting of all parties nulted in It support, and
the Constittition redulvied the unmsaimous ratifleation
of the States.

After the lapse of three-quartors of & century, and
after it had elevated us to a point of uational impor-
tunce and revown which ita most ardent advocates
conld never have predicted, [t was destined Lo ep-
connter {ts first proat trisl,

I am not about to recur to the histary of the Rebels
Hou—1o the paraions that prompted 1ts lenders, or the
metaphysical plausibilities by which they sediced
their lollowere—hat It was ouly dfter thet fes to
which they had been long sttached had been ailled
with more subrtantia! and powerful interosts, thai
they ventured to lay violent hands on that work of
otr fathers to whlcg they and all of us had so often
gworn alleginnce

How It resulted il In k¢arcely neceseéary to remind
you. The people, though occasionally differing on
queations of consiroction of donbtful clunses the
Constitution, had yet been tralced in such hablte of
revereuce for all 1e undispnted provisions, thas no
ecctlon and no party that ever ventured to éxpress
contrary sentiments conld, unless blinded by insine
pargion, have foreseen aug‘[:: bt ultimate min and
anniliilation ; and although the late Robellion, by &
combination of varlons interests, inflnencen and lasues,
snutalued ityelf for fonr Ee:r- with wonderful energy,
and though sl timee, and to & Hmited extent, thera
were subordinate lssnes luvoked also agninst It, yet
the great, origioal, abiding and couclosive force t
filled onr armies and fourht one battles was the reso-
lote purpase Lo stand by the Coustitation of our fathers
and the Unfon it had established, Upon this line we
commenced tbe war, and on thia line, thanks to our
poble army and their dlstingunished commander,
fought it out to sigoal and complets triumph.
it now, when we had safely what for the
Inst thirty yemrs had been generally reckoned the
greatest  danger to the Conmstitution, and that and
other resulta of the confllct had Alled us with the
bighest hopes of the ture, and given AS We 81

poged, the nssurance of complete t.rm?u lity for tha
pressnt, suddenly, evil inflnences are found still at
work—sometimes in the shape of honest or

slmulated, of danger In the future; somelimos
prompted by vindlotive recollections of supposed ln-
uries in the past; more frequently than either, per-
iaps, instigated by old party leaders, who ll{ npon
these fenrs and memories with no other nh?oo Lo re-
cover gome old office or power they have lost, or to
retalu others they have more lately won—until our
exultation at (he rexplts we have achieved ls arrested
by our apprelieusionof ovils yet to come,
Think not for a moment, my friends, that T am
aboat to desecrate the solemnities of such an occarion
by any discussion of the gartiuun topics of the day.
God forbld that the time shonld ever come, or party
lipes be ever W0 drawn, toat a plea for the Constitu.
tion shall be reckoned as a badge of party feally, The
only party in whone behalf 1 would this day raise &
voice I8 the party of moderation and concltiation ; the
ouly party against which I would this day warn you,
s made up of those ultras of all sides whose a; h&guﬁ
have contributed so largely Lo the dissstors of pasty
and which, If notiarrested, may ba the forgruuner of
others equaliy deplarable in the fatnre, Against spoh
fgitations would I therefore invoke, nnd take this as
an approprinte oceasion of doisg so—the moderate,
diginterested, reflecting and patriotie people of the
country, It wus br this clu=s, a8 1 have already said,
that the Constitution was. ereawd, and it wilfbo by
thik class that it musi be sayed.
if it still contain defoets, I 1t (s growing alieolate
or keeps not up with the !nmurm!!\'e Idens of the age,
amend It by the means which its own provisions pre«
seribe,  But whilst (vis still scknowledged as our or-
aule lnw, and we duily swenr to Its alleginnce, lot it
se in all our politieal controversies the umpire whose
decree shall be final,

Come the peril to it whence it may, from State rights
or contolidation, let me on this, the anniversary ol its
adoption, in the name of the men who made it, by the
memory of the men who have dled for it, u this
spot, where blood hag been so profusely shed in its be.
half, appeal to you (0 preserve, protect and defend it.

Hymn.
OOMPOSED DY THE JIEV, EDWARD MEYER, OF PENNKYLs
VAXIA
Adr—"Anerica,”

I
Hallowed be all aronnd!
This place is holy ground
Hencuforth, for nye;
Here mountaln shadows wave
er many a cheriehed grave,
Where sleep the yuunﬁ and brave,
Home from the fray
i
Here, where the flash and roar
Battle and carnage bore
Ovar the mnin,
Soft on your lowly bed,
Rest your fame-lnnrel'd head,
Our noble patriot dead,
Dy treason slain.

[N
Urief-stricken hoarts bave throbbed—
Hable-ciatd howmes have sobbed
Far from your rest;
%#t:md for “: d_in valn
at never should come agalp,
To wwall the victor's traln,
From East to West)
V. -
Antletam's lguid gom A
Murmurs ynu?uqulaﬁm
in moornfnl strain !
Angels nuscen stand near,
Bright d of honur here,
Till Christ, our Lord, appear,
Mighty to relgn!

v,
Bilence and ssdness ronnd—
No bugle's martial sotind
Your algep breaks now,
t‘.‘.]ulunwlu'. u‘wnd. now lhge.a.mu
ar conquering sword ; Fame thes
“'lwrn'(:l! trun'fnunhmd b(!llll:'l';‘
Your pale, cold brow |

gl
oo il o g 14 1+
Lot Vst e llupl;u
Many M‘}go l;llc:n“:éuﬁ W:M m%"ﬁ

nnd, as the orator ook hla seat, there weoi ! J
ft-repeated cries Governor . Ry 8o
c"njlaé?a Presid nn.ifnn‘a.:m_ Goary, mingled with

'he lou rie & fug ‘“"I'Muuum‘m
Governor Geary ware rcpu:z‘
#nld ;—*'Gemtlemen, I have w'&qm
beon handed 1o me by your ¢ sy ¥
ments, which thoy e o bo
s been complated, yoi w
hear some of your
°"f'§"°ﬂ'::\n'g"r3??:w ﬂ%ﬂ'. w. '

o | T4 (Y b

mhuﬁlu'};dt seeming dﬁkﬂmtn:ﬂ to

him. : 7", 0%

At lant Governor

wiand and wos greoiml w thm - applanse,
Remarks of Governor
Friends and fellow el 8 :1—Will
favor. (Yolce, tﬂ‘hhlj’.) p Juot
be com anel thes 1 ba w0
frout of the stand snd may a fow words Lo
thank you for your kindoess, and hope you w




